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Country conditions profiles are produced by iy
-and: Ayl Affairs-for w wof Tmmigral
afﬂmneian& Security1 ma&seasmg'as virg:olairhs.

ﬂi 'af C&m&y R@@n&s

condifions. ’Ifhéf donot retéte‘t@ pamczxiar asyhm c;iauns but msteadpmvxﬁe #m‘mﬂy camﬁtzen
infortiation as of the date drafted.

Profiles are prepared by State Dcpawment officets withexpeitise-ire the relevanvarea: anidare
circulated for commient within the Deparfeient; incliding to overscas missions, and to other
agencies if appropriate. Adjudicators ma:y ulsé wish to-teview: therapplicable chupter of the

Diepartinent of State's anmual Comtry ‘f{cperts o' Huthan Rights Practices on line &t
woyw.state.povia/driiFlsfindpy2003/, Titernational Re!zgmus Freeﬁem,Repo:t MWt/ dr T
and-other publicly available raterisl ot conditionk in His conitey.

L. CONTEXT AN

OVERVIEW
A. Historieal Context

The following paragraphs are offered to provide:context Tor the'commients in subsequent
sections.

Agcording to bis Constitition, Egypt is-a sopdal’ éemecrw} i winch isia:m LS the state teligion.
. TheFresident mHasniMubarak,,-i_ Wase i sedte F terin b

é mam;tém'a‘vast majmtar inthe papitiaﬂy
elected People's Asserbly and the: partially elected Shins (Consultative) Counioil. Thedudiclary
is. independent,

197% a;zd zt cantmues m éemmarie ;natwaa! ﬁﬂiatms.

The Slurrent parliament was electéd in 2000-and hay & fivesyear muidate. Although Bgypt's parsy
Yavy forbids the Mislim Brotherhond fromhaving an-official party, there-are 30 renaligned
independents and 17 other members of parlatent (VPs) whoare affiliated ith fhie Maistim
Britherhood.

Sevesal secmty services fall under the:Ministry of Tnterior, twe-of which ere-priniarlly hivolved
A combaung terrorism: the State: Security Investigations Sectof (S8IS), w chmnducts
mvesngatwm and mtexragateadet&umes, ané meCemraI Secumy_

'zags repﬂr{’reiﬁased byﬁxa (N Speoxﬂl ; R a—
'systematmaliy practiced by e securitrforces in Boypt, | articular
Imﬂi%zgaﬂee
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Egypt ligs continued to move from acommandieconaty-tora feptna
agmaltwai smtor mnpiamag ﬁm Iwgesmmbep GE i

beendnpreviovs years But s sl ceas:defed -weak

The Emeigency Law, which has beeit iy cffect: giice 1981 and:wis retewed fof another tiree
years asof 2003, continnes to-restiict many basic rights. Clting:temmorism, semmyfaroes
contifitied to mistteat and tortirs prisonets, drbitiarily-airest shd detali pessons, Hold detainges in
prolonged pretrial detention, and'vocasionatly engagesin mass-amests. The:government:
atmounced several refortns in 2003, ineluding the abislition. S sentences to haid labot; the:
establishmetit 6f a national human fights-conneil; and the dissolubionsof state security courts
(atthough emergency cousts were preserved). Thenet: -effect of these reforme on this human
righits situation was still uriclear at4he endof 2003,

B.  Human Rights Situation

The Government's human. nghts tegord has been generall poor; although isfecord has
setniewhal itiproved over p:aw aus yearsig-arons such4s-extraiudicial kiffings; deaths from
torture, and disciplinaty actionstaketragainst fhivers itivoived. indenths Fom torkure, Howevet,
thie-Glovetiitent's récord remiathed foor with sespect to-violations of fieedonr of eXpression,
assoeidtion, anthassembly; freodon: from torhe; widespread arrestsiof goverimsrit opponents
and prolonged detentions under stats b cnisigeney Taws, dnd wialks beforeaititiry and.
emergoncy courtsin which defendunis atgacoorded fow: rights

The Goveriment has used the Binergency Law fo infringe-onoitizens’ privacydights. Although
citizens generally sxpress themselves freely, the Governinent plabes réstricdotis on freedon of
the press-and sionificantly restiicts freedoi.of assenibly andassocistion. .

In some cases involving allegations of tervorism, thie:govetnmment thay tey civilien defendants
‘before militiry courts. Mostsuch instances h tved Islamists, filamisfs advacate.

go’mrmm:m based on Islamie, prmmpzes and stragtares asdiscussed i the Quean anid:the Sudria
— (thie sayings and habits of the Prophet Muhaminad), Humanrights proups condernned the:
decision to- ry civilians in military couigts For whick there is.no:dght-of appeal. The: gavernment
has also pmsemﬁed peoplein criminal and scsasionally i exceptional covgts, on'the basisof
sexual orientation usually charging therm with debavchery or insulting:a heaventy réligion - {see.
Section.o2.).

alsor fac& smcte%‘al dxsmmmamm At
.praci’mﬂ: femaie gsni%&i mutxiatian {

Fos e aasmfe {The
3

pr'@hzbns'cmzms fromy ndrbuimé, rmsuitmgheavmly rsﬁgmns.._\ inginnt
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(GO, defines “heavenly religions” as Judaism, Christianity; and:Istam). Babia's; Mormons,
Jehovah's Witnesses, Séventh DPay Adventists.are among Hliese groips thtecophized by the
Gavemment

Bomgstic violence agninst womehis-a:problem.
practice of POM, many familids contifiye
More detailed tformafion on'the Hirnanfighits sibuation i f
Diepartment’s latést Country Report on Huiian %hghfs pmtiﬁe«&

Akimugh ﬁm Gaw:mnpnt has bapned the:

Committes Against Torture {CAT)

In Nevember 2@82 ﬂsme dﬁmestm haman rights:

ofithe UM, Conimission.on H’umrlhgh’es The Ci mpcrt ‘expressed concems
a:boat t‘ne t;ontmued lmp}’meﬂtahen ‘of e state.of emarlg 4 j cmxstent reparts Sfttrtiveand
il treatihent, abuse of juvenites.and homessxuals; te.conth -of % i

the Jack of'access by victims of tottare to-the: courts nd Tén
dispariifes in the awarding of compensation,

A

Bgyptian oléimants for pahtmat asyluri-ftequenily dssert that they art anable o expiess theip
anfi-govemimnent pofitical views of toparduipaten-the polifical process incontemporary Bgypt.
A noniber claim menibership in the Mushisy Brotherfiood:(Al-Hehovan AlMislintoon)- and asser
thatthe Bgyptian authodties persecute menbersofis “findamentalist” organization and thwart
evemnonvivlent political activity. White the Mhustim Brotherhosd iy techiniically s illogal
organization, it has generally been aliowed to-operate within certain parameters. However, the
governinent regularly drvests and prosetiites Muslin Brotherhiood: meniber vilved i peimcai
activities: The Goversiment maintafus that suchactivifies are in violation-of tiedav and the
Constitution, whick prohibit pelitical paitics-based o, wﬁgﬁm

“In 2001, security foroes arrested at least 243 memibers of the Mustim-Brotherhood.

In sddifion to Islangists, the-govemnment aisa-mmtam and:occastonslly srests Teftists Tor theit

pelitical activifies, I Sepiember 2003, fheGovernment charged fvelefiict andi-war acnwsts,

fretuding Ashraf Horalim, detained since Aprily with abverston s f%mithm to mai inan

ernerpeney-court, The specific-charges included "communics g

Brgamzafmns," spreading false information aboit Bayp
"revolafionaty socialist group.”

. emims}np s abamiied.

The-eredibiity of assbitions made by Egyotiah political asylum-apphicants regarding restrictions
anvthelr politioal aptivity should' be: assessedin gkt ofthie fagt tint thave ate 16 redopnized:

apposifion partiss ia Epypt.

TG, FEOTEI95T DoeNG, COSE2i00 Date, oaioheo s I
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reGeive subsidies Hom the Government: aﬁ&,mfsameﬁeases-- sa?esadxes ﬁ;@m fwe:gn fiterests.as.
well. Mostare weeklies, with the exeeption.of the dailiss &
havi-small eircylations. Qppeszmnmw'spaparsﬁe uentl

Government. Direct cimticisrof thie President:and i
aceasionaliy files-oriminal charges it ﬁa‘s_e:s
Cno’s;tmn papers also give: greater pmmm St nghts abxxse ‘ﬂim the state-uer

hewspapers. Al party newsphpers aré requiied sy lawr o réfiechthe-platform of their parfy,

B.  Cliimson Actount el Religion

Bgypt's cotistitution provides for frecdons of belief and the practive oi religions rites, Forthe
mdst parf, members:of the non-iaslinminorifiés worship without harassment.and maintain.
fiskewith:so-religioniste abroad. Howevey, soméininotities, suchayBohe?is and Tehiovals
Wilniesses, Have beén jailed for theirseliplons belisfsinihic past Five years. Chrisfians.may face

sosial discrimination and are undmaptesanxedin” iité: govenriniint postiong

Additionally, Chuistians have-beentargeted in. thmpzst it int@r—cammai Vielenoe: O Feliruary
23 261}3 the mma“l ﬂf93 defandan With thy 2_!39@ v:ialmcc, whzt:h

raswns:ble far i desths ef thfs Chnsnans, appﬁaiad the casst@ "themext aaf Cassatiot:

While theoretically proselytizing or conversionisnotaierime, awthoritiss havé: charged i few
Mﬁ:shm c@nverts to Cmqstmmw under ;primswﬂs ﬂf’ﬂ‘iﬁ Perrai Cmia that. pmhib;t citizens from

éﬂmmm:anm m @eﬁaﬁt ﬂmx conversi : -cem%mr 2@92-,::3 conv&zte&
Chistiaf couile wa-amested at Cairo alfporhon.gy il Hhigirofficial identity
dociments, They remained in-costpdy-as: 1 103, Some-chserves -chiarge:thatthe
governnienthas stepped up inxetent-years prese@utwns of can?veris fromi Ielandto Chafstianity,
mainty for: forgery.

Atl 1R56-Ortoriin dedrée still in-fore réquires sosMusims to obtain-whintis noswa piesidential
degres to-buildvor repair a place of worship. Despitethe appi pernits, Christians matatadi
thatthey have fregusntly been uiizbleto-obiaii Suck atthori zatitn, thi pertiits have brer
delayed, or that they have been hiacked %}y thie secupity forces dromusing authorizations that
bave been issued. The difficuliy of dhtalning and :mplemmtmg ittt bullding pernis, andthe’
governmeénts:strict enforeement of theniles {m contrastio-the construction of- mosgues) is-one:
-of the Christian community's principal grisvatices.

Coptic Chitistian
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assert: ﬁiatthay have been sargeted tor threats:q
faw ﬁersecnmn ;at z}m hsmds nfthee- By i 7e

Fyserc By op}aiaﬁen beio‘ﬁg 1o ihe
C&p‘tm @rthﬁéx}x Church the }afcgest iyt Mﬁdia East. Coptin Chilstians
Fice-discrimingtion in some areds. Theyareunderrepresentedin High-level government
‘positions, they face many bureaveratic regulations-and obstiuctionsin mamémg their fueilities
and there have been instances of societal viclence directed at Copts. However; the Govemment
does ot target Coptic-Orthodox Christians or-oflier “mainsteeam™ ‘derioniinatiofs for diTgst oy’
‘proseuition on the basts of thely religions beliefs. Senfor govemment officials, inchuding the:
President, regularly make public gestirss of respect forthe Christian cominunity. Tn December
2082, Président Mibarak desigriated Tantary 7, Copfte Chiisimas, a ndisnal boliday.,

Chirstian converts. fiom Tstam fall into o séparate category and Ty besu"&; eet to meﬁ]ame
and hatassment by the Government. arrest. rossomionift |

docutnents: (Fhoiigh thete 15 no Tep prokibitiofey convétsion: frémm Isiam to Ctmstxamw, the
Governthent does-nol recognize such-convetsions:y

Thigre were reports.of foreed cotiversions-of Coplie.girs o
extremety dithionit to determinetheiactual dc
Captie giel bonverting +o Islami o j
Herassment of Christifn fanilies: &ﬁemptmg fo EEpATICUS i thied
fatliwes of the authotities t uphold e tave-prohibiting mmagesnf maaersmﬁswt ﬂac appmval
of the ghaidian.

Under Islamic law, non-Maslis malés must.convert to Istam tomatry Mushm women, butnon-
Muslim. veamen need not convertto marry Mushint men.

C.  Claims Based on Socidl Group Membership
1. Women

Domestic violence against women isa significant problesn, Actording to soie.studies, ong of
every &;me wemm who have ever. E:een mamed has b&m beatenatleastonce. dmmg marmge

husb “"s cement m\uded that shms wﬁlmg to farego ahmny mzd*ﬂae rcmm af her\dawy

Pesisle genital mutdzmon {FGM}‘-whwh is cm&demueﬁ%y mﬁﬁmaﬁonai ixaa}th expetisas

ages af 15 ancf 49 hzwe undargane some; fdﬂn SEFENL

The Government currentty is coopetatiing with thteriational organizationssenid losal NGOs in.
newr thitiatives w cbiibat the priciicéatthe villagelevel. Tnaddition, the Government:

%
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broadeasts television programs condemuning e practice, and o numbor of NE0Os sork actively
to-edueatethe public regarding the hiealth Razards of ¢ wfize, A disoussionof PEM andi
dangess Jagbeen-added to the-eupfouttim ¢Fthe school system.

i et

Z. Homosexnals

The Government of Bgypt has prosecuted people: on the basis of fheiralieged sexual orientation.
In-recent years, there have been mass arrests and mass frials: erf‘-pefsans aeeased af immosexaai

ac“fmty “The Government has alse targeled 2 3Es
operativis. There hiave been at least 29 such cases sinee’2
pracaedmgs ‘have often appeared to-deny difenda it i
in whmﬁ normal pmr:edure and ewdes;taary -stanid:

wrﬁessed ﬂmisr mm.e, In 2&&3 defenémm i mher eases mva‘lvmg hemosamzﬁhty also alasmed
thiat they were tortursd in order to extract confessionis 6 e charge of "debanchety”.

B, Clabbs onactount:of NatlonaliyEibaic Origin-

In orwrveview of politicat asyluny applicants fom Egypritbus farwe have seenno-claims based
specifieally on-nationality or ethnic otigit.

. afins on necount 6f Race

I our review of political asylum applicants from Egypt thus far we have seen norélaims based
spesifically on nationality of ethnit origin.

IV,  Other Consilerations for Adjudicators

Thée:povernment permits citizens and foreigners freefom of travel, within the ¢otntey, except n
certain: inilitary-areas. Unmarried women idér the age-of 21 must Bave permission from thelr
fathers.to obtain. ‘passports and travel. Mamiedwomen gemr&ﬁy- areno:fonger; I@gaiiy mqlﬁzed 0
getthe same penmsman ﬁ"om ﬁlﬁli‘ husbands, hw&ver i pmnt'ace_ ‘police still requive such:

Mest Egyptmns Bre. amgieyed 78 Ihe agxsculwrai s&cto:: whmh 15 a!nmst enmely pnwatclf -
owned:

The:totat sstimated Iongaterm liegal alien:poptilation frony fhe Niddle Fase fa the 1S, exceptls.
108660

7
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OFFICIAL NAME;
AREA:

POPULATION:

POPULATION GROWTH RATE:

NET MIGRATION RATE:

LIFE EXPECTANCY AT BIRTH:

GDP PER CAPITA:

POPULATION RELOW
POVERTY LINE:

Somrce: CEA Factbook

WapolEonicwhdes; judie;lai:ﬂevmwbySup ;
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APPERDIXY

FACTSBEET
AribRepublicof Bgypt
1,001,450.5g, kin

69,536,644, (July 2001 est.)
1.69% (2003 est)

-0:24 migiant($)/1,000: porulation (2007 est,)

63:69 yeans

51.4%

«E@stmn Hamitie stock: (Figyptians, Bedonins, snd Berbers)
Greck, Nubian, Armenian; other Buropean {prisnarily

ftaltan snd. Frﬂnﬁh} 1%

Bused-on Brighish comumon faw, Isiamie Jaw, sud

ie’ Coutt atid

Council of State; accepts compulsory 1CT jursiiction, with
reservations

$T,400(2001 est)
2289 (FY95/95 est)

APPENDIX 1

List of recognized political parties in Eggypt

Fhe New Wafd Party

1.
%
3.
&,
5
&
7

The Natiénai Pri&gresswc Unionist Grotping Party (NPOGEy

&
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8. Misr Al Fafah{Young Bgypt) Party

9. Egypt Arab Socialist Pasty

145: Al Fakaful Party

11, The Detnociatic People’s Rasty

1% The Democratic Unionist Fargy

13, The Sooial Justice arty

14 The National Détente (A1 Witak} Party
16. Bl Geel (The Generation) Pasty
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