
, -
U.S. DEPARTMEN1" 0/ STATE ' 

BIO"'~!l'j;lf~iJ¢tit~, 
Kilman Rat:l!tsalld'Labor 

Aprlf~ 

EGYPT -PROFILE OF ASYLUMGLAlMSll;iiIDCOUN11RY CONDmONS 

T:able'~fContelits 

I, INTRODUCtION. 

II. CONtEXT AN!) OV$RVlEW 

A. Historical C<Jniext 

R H\i!nliI'i RillhtsSltili$on 

1. COmmittee Ag,ainstTol'tu!'e(CAT) 

tIt CLAiMS AND RELEv ANt CO\'JN'rRY CONDiTIONS 

A. Oaitns,on account of PolitIcal Oplnloll 

R Ctaimson I!ccountOffulllgion 

L Coptk ChriSli~ 

D: Claims onaccount6fNatlollallEtlimc,Otigin 

E. C1aimsona~··Of'l~aile 

APl>endiX I, 

Appendlxl1: 

Pact Sheet 

I 

UNCLASSlF1EQ{J,S. Departmentofstate Ca$e't\Io. F.,;2Q13c'l'Z$$1 D_No.·C05SZ184z Da~0:41P4/2014 

AILA InfoNet Doc. No. 14080660. (Posted 8/6/14)

kcaudill
Highlight



·CQil,l:ltry··C()Ji4Itiptili;prof(leil· atepiWi\ii~ by,th:e!Dii~,dfS!l!¢>$'QfjjiC!':I.iji:CQ(jnWR,etPQlltS 
·an.4:~Yl\)\nj\"ffairs,:fur ~.bythe.S~~~tlye;Qffi¢(:tJ'fuinii~tiQn::R¢;v;¢w1IDd'.dI¢Departmel1t . 
of'HomeJand'Secunty'lrt asse$$itig'8&;j'!1li'll' Oilliliis;, By .tegl;l1i\iiQn,A~.ie:D'eP~t,pfSIllt¢.;ll'Uty· 
pl'O:viiJ);:.infQ.!mlifiiQil: QIl,q~.'CQ!l4jtl.Qni;iblIt~lIY$e~rnenltQ'fheJl\lj;l!Qiqaliolt1)filSylW1'l 
ciaims. TI\e'pilIpl:iSe ,of:tIii:Se ptofifus i!H6'ptoWde';~en~ralfa~;,Momiatiijll;ielau'£lg.tt1,sll¢!i 
coJWlnomL They Qo.nQt·nila:tet!);p~iouillr'l\sylum;cllii)ns:;bl!t ihsteai!'PmvitfewWltty:coniliti9n 
infurmatlotl as 6f the date dtafted. 

Pro~sare prepared by State' Depllrtrtiertt o1incers'Mtl!-expertise-iTf'lhe,reiWitrit'ar.ea:an&'lIre 
cii¢uflltM fbrcomminlt Wit1Rn~ ~ni; I!1G!\ldil1g:tO'!)Ver~ij$Illjs$iPns, andtO()ther 
ag.eacfes Jf ajlprt)priate. Adjudicators ,mIlY'aiso wish, totev.iewthecllppiiciililil chapter of'fire 
I'Jepar!inent of Slate'~ annual COU!\1ry R!!POi'l$'o.\l'Huti:\an. Rlg!iJ'$'l'ta<itlces6IrIinea:t; 
www,,§~i!Qvlgld"IiJ$I!l@tf200Y, .Irttemationa!Rdig[b,llS Freetiom,lteport,WWy/;ma'l;,gov!gJdtlflff/2993 
/lnd··oth¢r'pilbli<ilyaviUlabJe·llll\teri:lil' <In cOilditio~'in t!(!S'C~,~' 

Thefbllo'Wing pa;agraphs ~~ o~'\:Q ~d¢:cPl'lwx,~1'!)r~'oomm~n(s,illslibseq~l1t 
sectiOils,· . 

ACcOrding ttl. its C'tlrtStituti»ii,.I3!Wfjtis;tsoclaf'1ilenroCl'aej! hi' Whicl!:.Isiam is the Ststerelig,ion. 
The'l"r~dt\nii$.FlQS~i M\:ib.ar$.~~iei::~®q~'tii,~·~~,()·y~ twm1\ya 
il#tio.Ml'il:tet~ila:I!m!ti:s~emtler !~99~. M$tipul!lt¢(i by'fli.e~ifutlofl,'thePeopl¢'s 
AllS!!irtbly llo.tnifiateS· II C'anaii,i1'¢'W\I<'lthe~.gpeswf<:>t~'iheeWltQi!att.lil·a'Yes.,;n'o·teretendW'n. 
Thel'r¢sldent appointS the {Jablnet, Whi¢hi~~iQkii:o.him,;and;'ihe'IlOURtry'&%i1:gQyenw~, 
Mllharakts'plirtY, thi:.NanoillllBemocrattll' Pai.tjcNDi'i); hliS'govetmidiiincellS eS!ilbiiMlment.in 
l'g,78:and H, continues ttl dPminatem~jl'Qliticsan.a::m~$'v~'nW'ority intl'lew_Xy 
el~atil'fPe.l)ple's Assembly and the"~!tyeli:Cted'ShUtjf.«)imStlltative)'doW\:cil. Thejmfu:iaty 
is ihi.i.ependent. 

Tlie.ciuTenli;larliament WilS elected i)'l20lJlJlllid.~asafwe'y¢a,r.lnlIli4irte. Aft1n:lligliEgyptrs .pai.tj 
ll.w.fudliQ& the·MUslimar{Jth~,hood, fr<Jm'!la'lii!]gllllli!£fillia/paiiy,ithere·l!re·.2Q·.I!Qnaligned, 
independents aild 17 other members.ofpar1'iameilt'(MPs) whOare.affiliatedwifbtheMus!1ili 
nromeihood. . 

SeY~ security Se'rvEeS. faHUIldertheMiili.$y ()fI!lterior,i.wQ,pf:whlpJ;i at~pJjmlU'ily i)'lvllhied 
.in'1l0IllPllPn,gtel'forisIll: the StateJReour!ty Investig~ol$:S'ectot ($$)8), wh!:¢h l;Ortii)l~I$' 
mvestigiltiow'and interti>jilatil's'd,etaili!*s;,an4theeCemri\l·S.ecurit}"Fot4efCSF); 'WhiI:h~6roes' 
.CU/tfcw,s'li!id . .ban.s on,p!lbti"de!Ill)l$il:ROOI)$.Ii!IlQ:l;OnduC!J;:.'PJ!UI!!Ijtita!:y1)~tiPl)IS:l!$l!injl,t: 
·tertociSts, There.ate:credib1et¢j!j/)rtSt!ia:tbbth:;sec~·fo±ces''hiiv¢;ct'i!i'rtilitte¢l1.®i<it6'ii§,IiUtean 
tig!'i!s.apususij" file-Pilar, and.h)';lI!lall.rlg!'its'W~UPllbcli~"l.e.PIi!'fuootij;i"ueto·empl~$r1ilr.e, A,. 
z{iO! r~ort:reJea!ied hy the UN Spee!alRiIPJklrtettt ;onTol'tllJ:e':CIlllc1Ilaei1'tlmt;"tlirtme,is 
's¥$teipatic~Uy ptaeticed'5y theliCCtiJ(itYfblI:iiS.l#~t;It\paitff4ll~BY;il!e Stilte}Si<9tltity 
rntetIi~nee.;" 
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Egyp:t·.·/iJ!S:JlO~lJ~,ft!) lI\{)¥l'.fmm.a:i~~d;@On~}'to'a·,hmarket'Syst~,. Tire 
~ilultUl'IiI'seelot, einpi0ying.the hn!1l\¢Sfni1fuller,~~~ori~ij~.o~~~n;j:l~'Priva<lily 
<:<intto!:led,. TfuiWllris!iliS!i"tol"gen~:th.~lju;~st~'Q'ffom{gi.1~<\!!C)r.;eamlngs; 
Mk~~d·by'petroleum exJ1!>rts. Suez:€imaFrev.eftues;.and·t~:tI:mn'*ppro)till!!tt<lly.~·. 
~nioil~tj!'jlltia$w.Qddl'lgaktQa4 .. (',}Yi!!t~he·piW~·y~ •. ·theGov:e~ntJ~asenacted, 
$i!!Uifr~ice~rtl>lliic.'I'efo.l,'llls.whiclJhav.lkted¢;¢lftrufbudget,'ddidtllIld·,iiIretil$fmesand 
d(tveIDpedsub$i'aritialr~. Widta.po;pulililofi:,gfuWthtatiil {Jfl;lj!l·~~(2lIDl· estim<tie)" 
and an·nnempIQymelltrate·of 1.t;S; • .pereent··1.20lJili'l$i'inmfe',;·tl1¢:i!cQftOmYis'str~er'thM: it·!tas 
been,inpreviotiS yeatsbllti$Stlll oo!iSidil'tedWeak, 

The Emergelic;yLaw, whicb has lieeniii'e$;cti$ee 19S.~lin4'w.lWrillleiived:f{)f anQmertlit~e 
Y'¢aI'S ·ilS·of200,a, cOj'jiinnes \ore'Sttl¢tniIlllY basiltdghts. ditihg:terrorism,~foroes 
contmuWlo mistreat arid,t0rttit¢:prlsonetsi,arbitji'arlly~st@&'d¢biiri~ bOli,l:deta'IDees in 
prolong~ pretrial detention, angl)CllasiOllll1iyeqgag¢'inmas~lIP'li'$IS. tll~govm'l1lllent 
announced several reforms iil 2{)i.l3; .iIrGludlng-the· abQlitioil.6f~ees t<)· Mti\:UWl}r;tlie 
est$liShmerit !if a ilationalh1lmanrllif\tswlll'l¢i1.. ari,d' ~9iSs9iljli();!iQtstates¢PUrii:y (>Q~ 
(ahhougll·emergeilcY· court$ wem lirese~d). The'llet:effect'ofthese rei'oonsiOntne,hlirilari 
rights .sifua,ti()nwas still UlIDlewat·the.t!idiof200:), 

B, ll:iimlm Rights· SiiUlItiOJ!; 

The· Govemmcent's hurnantightste®tdhas· h¢engerteral!YPoOt;,aithoi\gh ii$'i:\'!cord.~ 
somewhatlmproved.over pri.\Via1.!ll.·yeardli:I!l'<\8!l!$¢h·ase<t1hYlI>!icial:'ldlUhgs; desths,·frorn 
tortute,.and dlsdlilmar)" acnoootak®'agatnm-JJffioorsfuv61ved"ili"desths:.from.mrrure, Flowever" 
the:(Jifiieiilirn¢nt'i>.reCOt;q,'RiIiiained!iooiwitli~peottqvi<)fitia.Q,ris.i>f~",f:e'kJ'ire$$idl,i; 
assQckition, lnid'QSso!i'illlY;.f~lU.frQrn·torl:Ul:e~:w.l:d<lSprjjailart¢S\S'cf;go.vemmelitl)p):i<lnents 
arid·pro1ongeildeteJlti,ons·mii:!er· stiltaljfemiiig¢iil}naWS; ~dttii!ls·~fOremillf1\tY3:tid. 
e~y: CourlSin w:/Ueh-ll~nd\'tIttsar;:.'ReqQraedfewrights .. 

The Gover:illncnt.hail used the .Emerg~}' Law toinfJ;:i!lgeoIHlitizens' Myac,y.rlgllts, Although 
citizens .. generally express ~seivesfrecly, tbeGovemmentpli!desrestrlctrons'.oiifteedom"f 
me press arid signifi'Cantly reilt'rictsfreedOil!.\)fas$embly, iirt:4'associat,kJli, 

In some cases. iIiVoivlrig,alli%<itiGIlS.oftetto$rn, ~:~o.ve~ntt:ilay .n'y' elvllilill d¢fen(!~ts 
hebe m1\it$y col\rtS, . !I1bsisuch i!1sta11c~I1il:Ye'mv9iyed,ls1am~w, 1'sIarn:i~~0<\Rte' .. 
govetmnent bilSe,lQl:t Ls\amie.prliwipies.aniistrue!uteS'.asdisellsseitirt-me:.Qilt?ari.antMne StiilJia 
-(the sayings and habits ofthePmphetM~iI4); ~Uinllrir!~gr~!jpsCQnd,emneii.f;hi: 
<l1l<:liSipllto. ~'civllilms in mi1i1a<Yco\ilttsfo.,r wlii<;Wtbere.isno,rigilt:of:appeat. The,govemmant 
has ·also prosecutect peuplein ;crifll:inaland oetaskinl!J!yiileJreePtWMl.CO.~ •. Qnf;hi: lil!i!isof 
$!)X1lllt orienta!i'm usuallyeharging:them with:dilb:auchery ·or"iasultinga.heilCvenly!lliiligiUll.· (see. 
Seeticm.c;1.), 

TlleO:o.yemment:a!sopjaces reslrictiollS·oil,freei!om'ot'uligilln. ~hGut41Slamili.tIte·G~iat 
$tate~!lg!on,.thelJbY¢rtmi.entl!J~.l'!eC~ni~:{])li$ti!lnitY$1'd.[i1~.· Gmi$ti.ans" as"'V(litas 
Egyp.t'suny Jewi&h.communij:y,.are·g¢~ly&Iowed't<).Wbrshij;jWhhPlit·tesfr.i¢tij)ns,Ciinstians 
alsoil!ce sbcre!lii;ai'sCrimiiiatiQ'[}an4iii~some·~ei::fs. QfthtfJ~w. ·~Cl)iisjiansand'/i4ilslims . 
. ptactice·fel1l!il~ gej'j~,·m!ltilllti!m,(fGM);·Wh,ije>theGbvel'tllilelii:lIllIde.some·impt<J¥emants in 
mepromDti()nand·ptotectionbf'religwllS·fre¢i,l(jiiioi;P,¢il$q.ii~'~cc!js!l'dQ;f:pr~pa~rpIigiQll~ 
·b¢!re!j;.·(!¢enled' UIlpitbpd~1l'1aybei'Pr{1S~\)(~l1'lIil¢\"~¢le98(il'):'9f'tlj,e l'e'naltotl<;,WlUeli 
praltibitseitl:tensfuiitn:ridiculin!rotfusuliing,he!tveulcyre1~~!1ns:ol;'jnci:rjbk~¢l1$ti.I$:S!ri:fe" Cl'n~' 
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GOl't.detilles "heaverily r"Jlgions" .s.lud_"Christi!1lli!:y"andj$\~)~B\lliails.M9rmons, 
Jenovah's·Witnesses, Seven!h.J)~y· Adven~IS1'M\l'e~lImGiig't1i:eS~'gt\P4p~~gi!i~itby·the G<llIemment. . .. . ... .... . 

E)(;jmestic vioJence'l!gainst WOll).en·js,i\'problOll).. :A:lUiough.!heK'io~"fl~iias· baJmci!J:lre 
pill0tice ofF.GM,.mlli'l)'·famllfes,t:lri1tiliilt'ii;ilbj~~i!heir·dailghtersfu·!hiHtiidlti\)liatpt$ic'titie. 
Milre dll.taiib'd infuintatiim on'the hUillail,*~;si~tiJ.ili' l:n,Eifuitmayl\¢'mururiillhe 
J)qirutment's.latesfCOUllt!:y'R~rt:OItHUiliaIl,l&~·prs¢~. 

Committee AglIwt TOrlilre(¢A'l') 

In Novetn.ber 2{Joi"tlD:ee domestie. hU\Ulliictighl$ll!isociatiollli, as well $'iWll'intel'l:lstlmml 
organizati:(jiis,presented''thcirafkg~li~,iiriihtli>~$S'WtlieGotil.ihltteil· ~iJ;$trilrti.\te(CA'f), 
a.~~tieeoffueU.N.C9®rtisSlol),'onavll1lii!7~. ne ci\:j: rep()ttel\Pl'llssed~ncerns 
aboUi"the·coiitiiiu-eaioiplem'ellt$iot\"f'the'sjjite.of¢metg¢!icx,Coniii®li)f.ttiPOi'tiofti)'rti!re1ind 
ill.~tIl1eIit,abuseofj,uvwilesllmlbpni()s!l)(Jl\1l&. ttie,c.o!iWl~.~~~m.in~jiy!l.~~m>Il, 
the·lack.Qfaccess··l)y· 'Vict!1ns. o:ftorture:.fu'the(iOOrtS .. an.d,~ypr~edirigs.·m'additioil to' 
disjiaritiesin tb.e awardiilg ()f compensatilln, . 

Egyptilill.e!awantsfot.po!itil:aI'l$)iI)Ji1ij~uently··lI,~ertthlit iheyarli'IiliaPi¥ 'i0 e~tesstJjeit 
ami"govemment .poliiical,vie.m()tt().'p~ipm»:inth¢·PQ!itiiialPt(Xless;ill·@ntemp.o~, ~ 
A_bet c!.aimrnembetship' intlieMilslililBrothllthOiliil-(til-Ikh\Viiil Ai'-Wusfmroon:).and.asseit 

. th!)Hhe.Egyptian. !)utJjori{ies persecu~ !nenlbers;:l>i'!his"flin¢une~taIIst"or.g~~nan"fthwmt 
eVeiinoIFlii61ent'pdlitical activity. Wlnl-ethe'Muilim;Bt6'therhood:iiltetiliiiicallY; en'llte~l 
Qrg;mlzation, it has generrilJ), heeluillow¢'t9'!)pe@tewithi;ncemil;l'p~rs: .H;owevt:r;!he 
govemirtentr~arty' ane.stS. and ptnso.ciltes MwlmBrGlhetlioo'xhrteml>ers:lnvoIVliif'lI1'pcilitital 
!iqti",itj~s: . The ~~I);t mlIinlilins.:fhatsu6h,,,<?ti:>li~~.~. iii \ii\}!aii<>n1>ftJje;la~aild1:h.e 
Constitution, whi~li:ptQhibit p<:!iiflcai'~es'ba$edQMelilden. 

'.412001, security 'f\'>rces amlsted atreast 24~lnlWihersllf1neMUlllil1}.Brotht:rhopd. 

hl. additientoIs\a.n;)i$s;'Ihe.g()V~;:lltl!l;;,p,~i!l~'lIDd:~I'()lill1!Y iUtes'!:S'ieftl$,fot'theii 
.pG!ii'ital.:activiiles. In'Septemher ZQ03\,lhe:(lQ'iemirtent:charged·frVe:kf!istimti'Vo'lll'activtsts;. 
including,A>ShrafIb.m:him,<le~sm¢e Aptil';Wlt1iSl!b~fii!:t1l'~~refetredtllem.rotrial:in'an 
(}rt1erg!'!lcycolll'!. The·sp~ffi()'c.hmgesilll;l\l,d~4 "~mmlJ:l1I!lr@!g'WltlJ;-for¢ii!!1\nll:a!ill:~g!l,i$. 
~izati6ns:'··.sptelldlng flilse"infOtlnlltioo abdUt'Egypt:a.E>tdad,'IIIliffuem'ber!imp.lriabiillried 
"re'l'oiutilillatr 's~cialist g,oup," 

Thec«edibilitY0;fas$ertlons,mad,eb,yEgyptil!h politiC!il.:asyIUl1i'~PP!ie!1llts Teglli'ding,eslriGtiQns 
(lttth'*r pt,ilitica! activity·should'he·a$a$ooincligli.'t ef-!hefa¢tthi)t·t'here:ate,t6.mcogniZed, 
opPO$iti,Oi! parnes ill EgyPt. .. 

Futtheim6i'e; .while most.majorda~lies:areg()¥t;rriin~!lt'll~~·!ifJ'd. ~nejrldh<f!tlj()W'$~ 
gO~Il!ltljp~, .. C<itij:):i.$m.'IlfgQyemmentJtQii~le~ls;frequetit1Yfm\n4 .I!t,both:th()'ll(j~ent
o,v.ned'antt.ilidep-endent'J;jtes!L Oppo:siti6npbrtti'<iiiJ:parties.pUbi!Sli(t'hl'itQ:wn:,piili¢i.'S'b\l~,somii 
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re~jy¢s@~iljj~: !il'OI'll' .th~ G~v~nt;~ill;;s~!il~:~, ii\;l~ie!lit\;()mtj)rejgn; ~sts··as 
w~n. Mostare·weeklies, viith.lhe.ekeeptiOit9fll1,e'\ll\ilieS:dl"W4fd·>Jii~td.411t<£ir;·b~~pf ~ 
~av:e!lmallcirolllaiiO)'l~. QpppsJ.tiolit1iJeW&~a~fu:.'l~~.p!\~\~b$!l~tcritiGism·.Qf{fu1l 
Qovernment. Directcritlcisro'()f!lre;Ptesidellt:.an:d:lljsiwmIY,is.i1otwletiit~ 'f!je'~Yemmen:t 
occiJ$ionanytltes,eri!ii:il:l!il \lh!lrges.1n: Clise!lmvGl¥iiig.!)lleg!it:iO;!Js;,t}flj~tan,lslilndj.ll\ 
OppOli(~ionpalJ'llfs .. al'so givegre!itefpromlileitce:.tO'1l.umm·tights~Si.thitil'.fi·smte4'tln 
neWspapets, AU·party,lteW$pap¢ii> i.u:e.tei.!j:ii):edi~Y'1aw;t{l<li.\'fle~tthc·l'ila~rm{)fihekparty. 

Egypt'S·<lOOstimtiOt!ptovlde.s·furffel!d(j!h· 6fl'leliefimd·tb¢'ptiL¢tiO¢'pheligia)ls'ril\:S. F()rlh~ 
$o$tpafl,. me!lll!efSQffu¢ CIl011-~im'OUnQfl~W()I$iJ'lw1'thont:h~ent,and Maintain 
finksV'illhOO-I'''ligrottistslihi'oad,abCwljve~; .. ®m¢.'jhhjpIltj¢S;.~h:~~llha'i$;;and'~ehoyan's . 
Wl~sS,es;.~~.·.bean:.ja)l¢d f()r$,*,rt)lli¥~1\eii:¢ll;·int~p~:fiV(i)y~..Christlllns mliY:·Cace 
sO¢ilti:d1Scrimimtiijlf~d;areu!l!!leti'<WteSenteiHilel'te.~.~Plllilfil#; 

Add!tiPnaity, ·ci'u1iitians·hav~beeir'tru;g~m.theip$tfu,lttteti:ll6m.mtii1al\il!llenoe,· Qh·.February 
28, 20f}3, t)Iemriai~f95 d¢ftlnOOn(s11'ieifi)r~19nW!ffl;;!h~\@l~2Qll(;Jvi61enc(\; wlii¢h. 
1diZlChristian&lWlG oneJ\tusll$ deadin!h.eyillagelf~Kush.:_d'Wlt1l/thellCi:tuittafof93 
and the oolivitrtion of 2. Of tht!'three ,COOv,i¢ted;iol)liMuslil:lt:defell~t·\¥llS'f()unif·~of 
klllJngthli>~ole·Mi1slint v>i'ctlnt. (mK$t~lI f6.l'~C~stiall)"andSlll1tell~dJo Y!1·years iil\pnS,On, . 
. AnoilierM1isjim defendant was: judged.ai\iltOOoropu¢elUld sertWfil\editOthreeyears. .Charges 
ag,um;t It·thiri!de¢~d· defendant Wem~ed. The outeoI!le·ofih~trilil. 'was:critiel2ed 
be'Causeitfailed-W find. anyone aCOOuntafiIHoi''lhe~thsGttlW 21''{)Iiristiiiris-. OJiMaieb f~i 
2ooS; tile ~1!in(1)'mce oflhe P-ubllc ,liroseep!or,;, o,ns!ilisfied witltihe;'(l\ilure. k!hti1Ql!ll¥ one 
responsibleror the'de!i!hsor the Chtiiitians; ~'ed'ilie:caset(;theeOOttiQ'fCilSsali61h 

Whii~,theoret~ly'prO!lelytizing ortonverstonis.ootll':¢rime;authorilies:have.cbatged .. a.few 
MliSlim ¢Oll~ to Christianity >Jii<letprovisiQ!J.llof't!¢.]feiiEd Ox!,¢'(lii!.lprahihitel#zeilsfni!n 
nd'teullngorlnsuln;ljghea,venly reli'~o!lll,od~'stri~ •. hi~y2Q@,;.fi've$eveilih4lay 
A,dventisrswerebrlefly detained ill baito{jrisil~piCion Of'~sttlbll~tig;pamphlcls.deemed 
ms!llting to' ~ RQinan Cl\(\:IQn\' Chure.h, fu{)fIier"ases,"!Jihorlmlsha,v.e'lIS¢&l~ws Ilglliilst 
. f~~'d~umelltMO'prosecuteoMi!S:Jim:Ctill\lerti!tia'GtmStianfty,,·siill!~,.sUch;'ll~(ln$,some!ili'les 
$Ilet·fh!iili i)ii~~ lind r¢!igi6x>~·,ilf!i!\iit~)l()ii~JJ::,l.$rit\fiCiati..;m;~il$ani.t~er()#l!ilal. 
de(',\lll\tintati()llfu!renect'theif:cO'n~iQn;'ltJiO'J)'e sudb:fustanct;i,in:D¢ceml!iet 2OU1,a.convetted. 
Chiistiim ¢i)~}~' waS.arreSled.~.:Cairo;aJ~:dqn.s~i\ll.Qlj;of$li¢fii!ii.~ir··o~l\i i\i"Jlfity 
'deCUlll~nts\ 1i\Iey ~edjll'CllsfudYll~,.ot:Octob\IT4~Qa;. Some~l)s\ITY~cliatll¢'thlitthe 
·governroeJ1tlms,stepped'up·mcteCetttyeats .. preseeutiollS.6i'.tlQiI'Vel1S:(\:oniIsl~lQfCooSiiani!y. 
irtainlyforfotge..y. . 

An. IS56{)ft!lmande¢ree··stiU;\lfot¢el!eq)iire.s:no!bM~IimlI.fu$minWlilit·i~11UW·8:pl!e$idenUai 
~eto.boi-1diQrfep!lfr.@.place'ofw()fshlp'.PilSpnl'f:$eaw~4:pemrl~ (jhiistiiJ;nSimatn\&i) 
thatthey'have. frequently'lJeen 1;Iliable,toti'btiliii'Silck ai!thafizati0n;ihat!sUenip~~!)aye;heeri 
d1;:layetf, odha,t fuel" have been black~di fl,ytliesecunly forcesftQlll-uS!iigautMtiZatloils'!hat 
ha'lt) been issu¢lj. Tilll di!ffictdtyofdlitlifuillg.lIlldimpi~entjllg.e1iritlllipuildlIigllmnin:; aiidth~ . 
. go"'eli!nile!if$.~lictJeliftji'¢etn¢nt ofth~nl1eS{m9011il:;isl·to·theil)ono1nlc:tion '0fmosques) is·one 
offue ChiiStl!itH~OIl1lriilnlty's principal grievances; . 

Ci>~ni:iCllriiiiiant; 
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Al~e-n:um'berQfE~:iian,app~'f9~Pi)Ii~!Wy!~.a(e;'€.QPt1.¢~Q~0:l>~~t\~··wllo" 
a)!~·t1tlltth,ey have.he¢!a,ta!'g\lt'i:d:r9rdl:t~9~·¥ibl¢tl<l/l··~~4$lil1l'ex.tt$l:!i$ul'lUldtClr 'tl\at'tl\ay 
fuce'p-er$ei:\ltion.atthemdsof'1h¢'Egyplil!lli'ailiJ;jorlti¢S_~tli~'8f¢~I1llx!i:$·9faOfui$tii!!1 
l\1ino#ty··.ina.~~Ijjnstaf¢. A'Ppl'li>l(iI1la~iy·$.t9;j'tl·\leTlleitt'l)f'lE:gyptj~1l(jpmirtl.tll1be!oli~ttr.tru; 
Cnp:tic,Ortho®kChurch, the lilfgestCbrist/jjfiti!i~futh¢Middfu:Eli$t, CbptibChi:i$:til$! 
fll¢e,diser\Dlmati9n in some areas. Th~yar~unde~p1~~!l4¢;i'nliig}l4e"el 'government 
poslti9ns,they face many bureauel'lmc regulali'oils;alid'ObStfuGt!ons'i)1'mariagIrjgtb¢l~fa¢iUtit!s 
. andtliere pave been rnstances of'sQeietalviolen¢\:,directed'lIt~ . Hhwe~,the .Government 
doesllQt m:get Coptie-Orthodox; Chrisuims0t'eiiier"iilaiilStre!iJl:l1'dehenUootioftsfor'a\t¢St er 
prose¢iition tlnlhe basis oflheirreligiQIiShI;jiefs. S¢niet gov¢!1lmlmt. (jf£i.ci~, .incfuljingtbe· 
l're$ident, r<:gUIar!y makepubli¢ geSfi/tCs.eireSjiieet.futtheChrlStlaileomm\1il1iY, .fuDecember 
20QZiPtesident. Mtibiinik desigiiatedJa1lna;y 7;¢opiic CIW~.at\a't¥>nal !tdlj~!lY, 

Chrisllanlin11¥el'!SfiOllllSl$i.fiill j~a.se~~ittegjllYl#Id~Y "¢';$J.lpjeatt()~eill\Uice 
an!l,~~.Il"b¥·lhe·'~V~I1lffl~tAl\·~\Uid'P'~Qi'l.ifthey,;atteF_ iclimti\jy 
doc.uments,.·(Thllilgll'thereis'flo tegalpfohlt>It/l)ftoilctlliN¢tS!®,ffii/\)" Islan;:to'Chrilil!AA!j,y, Ih", 
Gov~t dcesnot recngtliZe Sl!¢h,'~n.Vel!$k\liSiJ 

~te,!,!er~·~.offutctld·cOIiYJ:f$io:ps.qf~!l~,gltIStll.I$!~1)u.tll\l!lIan·ri~~l!pl;tindit, 
ejllre!ti~ .. !ilffu:t:tIHi)'!kl'enniMth~l!~d<:~;otilOl11i!Illi!iQn~·asmostcasesl!1yo!ye.a: 
C(jj:ltiCgld,6.mwrtmgcfi> ~$lamhl,.m~'aJ:>1I1i\l,Witlw. 'nlm..,iIt!}'¢t¢(iipl.e't¢Pdt$(){goveqii~wnt 
hafJl~smentofQ!mistian·lmrtlfieS;atlempiingi!0<re.!i~"e\l$tliid,yfi,(theirdaughtets,·l!1ldof'fue 
'thllure(jflhe'inlIhGrlt1es.t",up!roldiiie.lawpli!ii\!biiing·iifi1iri:ilI~rifiriiaorS~lhilUttlie .appreval 
of'the.giiaTi[fan.· . 

UndedSlamic law, nan-MUslim ~s~ci>n'vettto liSll!txi toiil.atty Muslim women,butDDn
MllS;lim,WQmen need not converttn IIl&tI1Musfim men. 

Domesiit'iiiolenoo against women i$a$iiJ!:iifi~\'\\'l)~obletn; . A\lcQtdj.llig roso~,~i,udi~ on~of 
eve;:ythr¢l,I,wQ$enwho h$;veever :DC\lnmamed.lias 'Ileen.bemenia:tle.l!siconce dilting;mll!tiage, 
SpousaiabuSe is/!tOtinds for dhr~~M1i'IlM:i".,!b¢lawieq!*li'!ls~e1?l'Ilin:\Ifi'to)l.I1>llu'Ce . 
. ~!l1~ .. a'difl!il}lIftcO)l&nnllt!l·meei: .1n..~anJIllI'Y·2iJ()l}, th",P{lrliM!e;J;t,p~d4'n",w 
Personal, S.tatusLawtliili.made'iteasie<fora.MUslim.wOrilan,jo;,olitainlt41vo\ile··~h~r· 
h'Qsb>\ili1's.coltl;ent,.pi'6.,<intld tba!.:)l)~iif;.'iWil1l;lll"t!linrl'go al!l@nYw4;t)l!l.t.,~,®herdowry,. 

l'emale·.g\lfiiml muJillition{FGMJ,wl;i¢!t is ¢p.n<l/il!lrieii'liy·ii'ilmhatiqili!ll. heallhelqle$asi 
diiroagingtohQlh'p~Y$ic!dandpsy~dl~g,(j;ath!lliitil;.is¢Om:mQii~Pi.ta·t!ie·Govemmtlllt~s. 
cOmn'litment'to.eradicli:tlligt!ieptactW"i ··11ie~'w$4v.jljrll'iith#''l\,.199l>Mili\iitenalDeeree,. 
eXcept't'nr medWal.ta!1Sm\S ¢flifieif;~y:ihe.ir~'of~n!lJfPlt,J;do:osfel!'ie,ae~tN(welilreWss, 
IttdtliIli:!S·Wiliespread.·tradldonat~difamiIYli:tes:su.tasiii':S~1')oit'.Qf~'J;ii8.fjtii:efciItalitsit<}ilg, 
A sfildyi:olicfuij(ed.in 2('!O()e$ti~~'iliar~1'Pi;t~~fm.i¢P ~@w:omen,~etweenthe 
agesof 15 end 49hav.e ll)ld':tgonesnme tdmlofFGM', 

The. Gov:ernmelltCU1Te!lily iSgJQP~.With;llil:¢mational{)rganizatioos)and:tocal'NGOs,ih 
newin!tiiltiveSit(j,oombat'UWp$GtiCe.ljt'·!h",·yi!lll:ge1Iivel. f1t;4ddifii)lbt~¢',(:Jo¥ernment 
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brol!d~!s; t~e:vi&ionp!<l~$Q0nd~i1g;:th~ilI:li9ti:ce •• :afflJi>'lJi~:pf~Ps,WQt~lictivety 
fj),'e'dooatelhe::ll\ll)lic re~dirtg:tI\e1ieru!hllazaroiO;"ofthe,p~e. A,dl.sc~bh.ot':F.GM.and'itS 
dat!gflti;~J!',!)e:en·~de£!,to,'the,\lJl!l1j\)!I1U.ino(itl)e'$\)!J,9l1[sY~Ill· 

~E_!l~ 'beli¢¥eF!:<M:J~·bfit¢q\lil:41i',!>~,¢il.¢e~~by tA¢irreil~0i),4~pit.e. 
Jl)$liinliltions'b:t''the'Shcll;liHjf'll1~Azhar,tll!,'1Il\'iStsenil)t Musflnl.Ieadet'llt,the'C()1llltiy,.and,Pap:e 
Sh¢ij,Q~'\he;leadW:Oftlle.eopti£(Qtth0di!i*etiifujiliiiity, 'th;li'F:GMi$'rjht'T¢~'by"!Stami"'. or 
christian tefictS. ' 

The G:\JvenmrentQfEgy:pt has pI'()S@)rted ~oPle on1he hasi~efth~'<Ilieged sexUlilllrienta!l(1I)" 
lnreeemye<n'S, Were have lleeli nutssmesm.and maSStriills.ofl!eI$oils''a¢ctlsed·~fb.Qm;osexWl1 
activity. 'The QQVei'n!<l<mt l:!as ~e tll!"~holnes~xu1l1l;'l:!y'elJ.li'<lPpi!,g:fueffi'ilJ.:i~met'$~ 
opemioliS. Tliete nave heen,ai ,least 29such.'C3sesSll1ce~OOl"In·:ttImsofli.om(lseki'llilS; ihe 
Pi:9~;e4lngs'have, Qftim,al1pe;Wdt(l 4e'r1Y 4i:f~d@t~,d'i.ieipj:O~'l!i\(j'i:I¢¢li~ve,Illl¢n~S 
in whicllnGtmail1roced\!re and,evidantiary,'sfurtdar& app~ to·l1aveibeen ,igtlllred.i{Qwever, 
many Si.leblllme$ areovertumed on apP$l;Aitt()~f~'fot5~ii1l~gell'ly !:iQ~xua:[Il'l¢ij".e~ 
in.1()(ll·.~ dIarged with :debaucb.e!o/ anile "insu:lting a:h~YI:l!lly.lllti$on"'~l~ w.t'thelr
cliet$ w¢reabused physlWly (jllliingtne'iilinal days(jf:tllW,detei:lti~I!;·anafuats"verlilhed 
I)Onf~~tmiietto~'" In 2QQ3ilefe)ld~iil o\h~r aasesin¥Ply~g'l1()m~exuaJity·a!.so cl~llled 
tilaUhe)i: Wete tOrtIli1!d.ihoidet to elMtactconfessiCiilS'wtlm"¢hiutii' oi"'deb'littehery". . . 

}'); Claims O'uileiMtti'MfNatimmlllytEthnkrOrigin 

In ·outrevlewofPQ!itIW asylu!tt·ilPPiiilanwili~m:'Egyp.t1ll11s.:tiw'we • .naye S\lel\no·",laims b.~se!l 
specifidillyoonatfMalhy .oteihiiic'o. 

·lil. Mtm"iewof political asyltiIil !\PPlicalits'from.'E~t'tfmsfat wehavell.eefi ntr¢laillls l:!ased 
speiJlfiliaIly Oil niitionalityot et:hnic ori~. '. 

IV. Other CullSilleratiO'Dsfot Adjudiootol'S 

TIie.gQ"l!1'nmellt p<¢rmltsciti2ellS and fol:eignet'$ :freedOmofmwel. within thM01m,tl'y,CXi:eptiR 
cemrinmilitary~, UllI'Illln'ied ,""Olll.en Wide" the· age.oUllllJist!:iilvtj perllliSsioii:troljl'!httr 
f~CJ;S:to"IMall)·~()rtsand tr"veL M>m'i~tlWQllleIlg~rany, ete:·nolo.\!g\lit.l\i>g;!!!y'reqlli!<>d t<> 
g;rt:'tne: samepenrussion frOm tlieit'l;usba!ids,hcrwever; fu,practiee~:polke.stl1\.reCJ;Uire··sudfu 
.~iS,'*m~ Ciiizen~·"'ho le;we'fuesolWli!Y·h~~·a:,i:i@t·tq.·teJ:Itti:I, 

Egyptli~a'l)Qp~Oil of app~matQly··69·'mJ):~JleQ'p!~' .Thelollti'$tl1.·septpt'g~e);ilte$fue .. 
large$PiIfiljji\iltofforeigntlutteooy· ·01h¢tprioolpai.'sOlll'¢¢S!6ff()t¢i$,cuttml¢YiiOmeA.1;olt) 
app):<ijdn),i(tdy 2. ·)'tllltiandtlzerw.'W(irlMg'2:bltiai\,. 2\10i1:;Egypi:ilih<Ooyemm~iistiliiafe.S.Pilt· 
inUationat'llWtO'xJmateiyS perc.eril;privatee$IiinatQs'Pt:¢t\ie'ACtI!a!.,la1llnl:\el'tiQserto. t5;'pereenl~ 
M(jiltEj:jyptjllijs'ate·\imploYed·~il·the'Jiigri¢IlItm:al·s®t6t;.·.whicki$··aIm()&leilt1ieIY:Wl¥l!tely 
owne(\i 

thet()~l.e$mate'iI.IQn.g;iterlll;fi~~.ii1lelJi:p()ptil~on'~Ill'theMialilt.liMt:ifu tlle.U)$!, el1ll!1¢S 
180,000; 

7 

U!\lCLAS·SIFlI!.;O U;$, Department'Qf Siate· Case;J',,\o.pcj2'ota.1'2S$trli'!oC.litP'. C()$5l!tE42 t>,ate,.04/,*/~ll14 

AILA InfoNet Doc. No. 14080660. (Posted 8/6/14)

kcaudill
Highlight



.AREA: 

R:REI'U}lXt. 

F'A,~'FSJiUi;E'l' 

ArabRej)uplicof.t· 

I;OOI;450.sqy kin 

POPULATION: 69;536.644(J1i1y200iest.~ 
POPULATION.(lROWTHMTS: t690/".@(l!'!:1 esJ;;} 

NETMIORATION RATE: 

Lt!:ERACY: 

Fl:raMJCORotii'S: 

001' )iERCAPITAr 

POPULATION. BELOW 
POVBRTYUNE: 

Source: CIA Factbo<ik 

1.. TheN*", W4fdPllrty 

51.4% 

~temHluniticst()'ck.eRgy.ptians":B~e\liilli,and lkltm) 99%. . . 
. ~r., :tsftibian, ~!:;rrian;QIh~d!i\lt~eah (PtfuJ~rlly 
ltlillall; and F!ci!ch},'llitO 

$1,4Q&{2001 eSt,) 

22,9"10 (JlY95196esl) 

2. the National Progressive Unio\listOibUpi~I'attyQ)IPtJGp} 
3, Thlll;aoQI'P'!#y" . 
4, 'fhe;L!bei"a1IParty 

~: !:;ar;::~~' 
1i 
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8.. Mist AI Fatah(Young Egypt}Pml' 
9~ Egypt Arab Sll,;;ialist Paity 
10; AI tlikafull'arty 
U. T!jeP¢Iilll¢Taticl"eople'sJlllrty' 
12; Th!::JiJ.em~tic Utii6nist.Fmy 
I;}. The,sooiiU JUstibe party 
14. the Nauei)lllDetimte(AI Wm} ¥any' 
15. MIS!' 2\lO!}Part)! . 
16. ELGeet (The Generation) Part)! 

.'., 

9 
UNOLASSIFtED U,S. Departtiient·ofState ,Gas&No,.;F~2Ir1S-t29&7 (16<';cN6, GO'5S2i&4Z Date: 0'410412014 

AILA InfoNet Doc. No. 14080660. (Posted 8/6/14)

kcaudill
Highlight




